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1
A n n i e  o n  m y  M i n d ;  
N a n c y  G a r d e n
The story of two teenage girls whose
friendship blossoms into love and who,
despite pressures from family and
school that threaten their relationship,
promise to be true to each other and
their feelings.

2
B e t t e r  N a t e  T h a n  E v e r ;
T i m  F e d e r l e
Nate Foster has big dreams. His whole life,
he’s wanted to star in a Broadway show.
(Heck, he’d settle for seeing a Broadway
show.) But how is Nate supposed to make
his dreams come true when he’s stuck in
Jankburg, Pennsylvania, where no one
(except his best pal Libby) appreciates a
good show tune? With Libby’s help, Nate
plans a daring overnight escape to New
York. There’s an open casting call for E.T.:
The Musical, and Nate knows this could be
the difference between small-town blues
and big-time stardom.

3
T h e  B o y  i n  t h e  D r e s s ;
D a v i d  W i l l i a m s
Dennis loves football but he also loves
fashion and Vogue magazine. His taxi-
driving father and gruff older brother don’t
like or understand his fascination with
dresses and since his mother left home, he
has no-one to turn to. Then Dennis meets
Lisa, an older, cooler girl who wants to be a
designer and with her help he realises that
it’s ok to be different.

4
B o y  M e e t s  B o y ;  
D a v i d  L e v i t h a n
This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a
high school like no other: The cheerleaders
ride Harleys, the homecoming queen used to
be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers
Infinite Darlene and is also the star
quarterback), and the gay-straight alliance
was formed to help the straight kids learn
how to dance.

5
F r o m  t h e  N o t e b o o k s  o f
M e l a n i n  S u n ;  
J a c q u e l i n e  W o o d s o n
Melanin Sun's mother has some big news:
she's in love with a woman. Now he has
many decisions to make: Should he stand by
his mother even though it could mean losing
his friends? Should he abandon the only
family he's ever known? Either way, Melanin
Sun is about to learn the true meaning of
sacrifice, prejudice, and love.

It is important for LGBTQ kids to see themselves
reflected in the books they read.  Here is a list of

books that reflect many different lives, experiences,
and identities, while expanding understanding of

diversity and acceptance.

G r a c e f u l l y  G r a y s o n ;  
A m i  P o l o n s k y
 Grayson Sender has been holding onto a
secret for what seems like forever: "he" is a
girl on the inside, stuck in the wrong
gender's body. The weight of this secret is
crushing, but sharing it would mean facing
ridicule, scorn, rejection, or worse. Despite
the risks, Grayson's true self itches to break
free. Will new strength from an unexpected
friendship and a caring teacher's wisdom be
enough to help Grayson step into the
spotlight she was born to inhabit?
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6
G e o r g e ;  
A l e x  G i n o
When people look at George, they think
they see a boy. But she knows she's not a
boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks
she'll have to keep this a secret forever.
Then her teacher announces that their class
play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George
really, really, really wants to play Charlotte.
But the teacher says she can't even try out
for the part because she's a boy. With the
help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes
up with a plan. Not just so she can be
Charlotte, but so everyone can know who
she is, once and for all.
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10
T h e  O t h e r  B o y ;  
M . G .  H e n n e s s e y
Twelve-year-old Shane Woods is just a
regular boy. He loves pitching for his
baseball team, working on his graphic novel,
and hanging out with his best friend, Josh.
But Shane is keeping something private,
something that might make a difference to
his friends and teammates, even Josh. And
when a classmate threatens to reveal his
secret, Shane’s whole world comes crashing
down. It will take a lot of courage for Shane
to ignore the hate and show the world that
he’s still the same boy he was before. And in
the end, those who stand beside him may
surprise everyone, including Shane.

11
T h e  P a s t  a n d  O t h e r
T h i n g s  T h a t  S h o u l d  S t a y
B u r i e d ;  
S h a u n  D a v i d  H u t c h i n s o n
Dino doesn’t mind spending time with the
dead. His parents own a funeral home, and
death is literally the family business. He’s
just not used to them talking back. Until
Dino’s ex-best friend July dies suddenly—
and then comes back to life. Except not
exactly. Somehow July is not quite alive, and
not quite dead. As Dino and July attempt to
figure out what’s happening, they must also
confront why and how their friendship
ended so badly, and what they have left to
understand about themselves, each other,
and all those grand mysteries of life.

12
T o t a l l y  J o e ;  
J a m e s  H o w e
Assigned to write his alphabiography—a
chronicle of his life with chapters headed
from A to Z—seventh-grader Joe Bunch is at
first uncertain. What if he tells the truth and
someone besides his teacher reads it? As
Joe’s chapters build from “A” for his best
friend Addie to “F” for family to “T” for
turning thirteen and beyond, he finds his
entries becoming increasingly honest and
thoughtful. He writes about his crush on
Colin Briggs, about being gay, and about a
world where acceptance and ridicule can be
confusingly intertwined.

13
T h e  W h i s p e r s ;  
G r e g  H o w a r d
Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the
whispers, magical fairies that will grant you
wishes if you leave them tributes. Riley has
a lot of wishes. He wishes bullies at school
would stop picking on him. He wishes Dylan,
his 8th grade crush, liked him, and Riley
wishes he would stop wetting the bed. But
most of all, Riley wishes for his mom to
come back home.

14
T h e  W i t c h  B o y ;  
M o l l y  K n o x  O s t e r t a g
In thirteen-year-old Aster's family, all the
girls are raised to be witches, while boys
grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone who
dares cross those lines is exiled.
Unfortunately for Aster, he still hasn't
shifted . . . and he's still fascinated by
witchery, no matter how forbidden it might
be. When a mysterious danger threatens the
other boys, Aster knows he can help -- as a
witch.

H u r r i c a n e  C h i l d ;  
K h e r y n  C a l l e n d e r
 
 

Being born during a hurricane is unlucky,
and twelve-year-old Caroline has had her
share of bad luck lately. She's hated and
bullied by everyone in her small school on
the island of St. Thomas, a spirit only she
can see won't stop following her, and worst
of all her mother left home one day and
never came back. When a new student
named Kalinda arrives, Caroline's luck
begins to turn around. Kalinda becomes
Caroline's first and only friend, and the
person for whom Caroline has begun to
develop a crush.
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L i l y  a n d  D u n k i n ;  
D o n n a  G e p h a r t

Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy
McGrother, is a girl. But being a girl is not so
easy when you look like a boy. Especially
when you’re in the eighth grade. Dunkin
Dorfman, birth name Norbert Dorfman, is
dealing with bipolar disorder and has just
moved from the New Jersey town he’s called
home for the past thirteen years. This would
be hard enough, but the fact that he is also
hiding from a painful secret makes it even
worse.  One summer morning, Lily Jo
McGrother meets Dunkin Dorfman, and
their lives forever change.
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