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High School Inquiry 

How can we approach gentrification in cities 
today?  

 

 

 
 

Photograph of Downtown Jersey City from The Commentator newspaper of Hudson Catholic Regional High School 
(https://commentator.hawkweb.org/archives/3084) 

 
 

Supporting Questions 

1. What is gentrification, and how do you see it around you?  
2. How has gentrification contributed to the widening gap between the rich and poor in 

society?  
3. How are activists challenging this widening gap today?  



C3 TEACHERS  

                         

T H I S  W O R K  I S  L I C E N S E D  U N D E R  A  C R E A T I V E  C O M M O N S  A T T R I B U T I O N - N O N C O M M E R C I A L - S H A R E A L I K E  4 . 0  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L I C E N S E .                  2  

High School Inquiry 

 

How can we approach gentrification in cities today? 

Standards and Content 
New Jersey Social Studies Learning Standard: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b: Determine past and present 
factors that led to the widening of the gap between the rich and poor, and evaluate how this has 
affected individuals and society.   

Staging the Compelling 
Question 

Students will engage with various of primary sources (editorials, news clips, interviews) and discuss 
how gentrification has affected the lives of urban residents.   

 

Supporting Question 1  Supporting Question 2  Supporting Question 3 

What is gentrification, and how do you 
see it around you?  

 

 How has gentrification contributed to 
widening the gap between the rich 
and the poor?  

 How are activists challenging this 
widening gap today?  

Formative Performance Task  Formative Performance Task  Formative Performance Task 

Create a definition of gentrification 
and share it with the class. Then, 
discuss common patterns across 
various definitions. 

 Write a paragraph using evidence to 
explain how gentrification has 
widened the gap between the rich 
and the poor. 

  Part 1: Make a claim, supported by 
evidence, on how activists today are 
challenging gentrification.  

 

Part 2: (ACT) Host a public forum at the 
school where city residents, including 
family, neighbors, and friends, can 
discuss the issue of gentrification and 
identify key ways to challenge 
gentrification together.   

Featured Sources  Featured Sources  Featured Sources 

Source A: “Gentrification changes 
jersey city” by Amy Espin 
(December 2021) 

 

Source B:  NJTV News Report on 
Gentrification on Jersey City, Part 
1 (March 2016)  

 

Source B:  NJTV News Report on 
Gentrification on Jersey City, Part 
2 (March 2016) 

 

 Source A: “Control gentrification in 
Jersey City now” by Richard Smith 
and Christian Estevez (April 2019)  
 
Source B: “The Legacy of Redlining” 
video by the Urban Displacement 
Project (April 2018) 

 Source A: “Gentrification and 
Revitalization: What’s the Difference?” 
by the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition (April 2019) [excerpted]  

 
Source B: Interview with Danielle 
Walker and Dana Patton of Jersey City 
Together by Emily Sánchez, March 2023  
 
Source C: “The Fight to Save 
Philadelphia’s Chinatown: An Interview 
with Taryn Flaherty” by Andrew Lee 
(March 2023) 

 

Summative 
Performance 
Task 

ARGUMENT: How can we approach gentrification in cities today? Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, 
poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from sources 
while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION. Share students’ arguments through a class discussion using the Take a Stand protocol (inspired by 
the Childs Rights IDM)  

Taking 
Informed 
Action 

UNDERSTAND Create a list of the different ways gentrification has affected the lives of urban residents  

ASSESS Evaluate the extent to which actions taken by the community have addressed gentrification and 

https://uachsvoice.com/5186/opinion/gentrification-changes-jersey-city/
https://uachsvoice.com/5186/opinion/gentrification-changes-jersey-city/
https://www.pbs.org/video/njtvnews-jersey-city-gentrification-accelerates-changing-lives/
https://www.pbs.org/video/njtvnews-jersey-city-gentrification-accelerates-changing-lives/
https://youtu.be/YiMGlyIepYA
https://youtu.be/YiMGlyIepYA
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2019/04/control-gentrification-in-jersey-city-now-community-leaders-say-residents-being-pushed-out-of-their-homes.html
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2019/04/control-gentrification-in-jersey-city-now-community-leaders-say-residents-being-pushed-out-of-their-homes.html
https://nlihc.org/resource/gentrification-and-neighborhood-revitalization-whats-difference
https://nlihc.org/resource/gentrification-and-neighborhood-revitalization-whats-difference
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displacement.   

ACT Host a public forum at the school where city residents (including family, neighbors, and friends) can discuss 
the issue of gentrification and identify key ways to challenge gentrification together. Students can also invite 
local community organizers.  

*Featured sources are suggested, and links are provided.  These links may be broken and we apologize in advance for the 

inconvenience.
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Overview 

Inquiry Description 

This inquiry aims for students to develop an informed, critical understanding of gentrification today. By engaging 

with various sources from Jersey City residents, students will analyze how gentrification affects the lives of 

urban residents, gentrification’s relationship to the displacement of working-class people, and the manners in 

which urban residents are attempting to challenge gentrification in the present moment. Through this analysis, 

students will better understand the process of gentrification and thus be ready to assess gentrification 

happening around them and take informed action.  

This inquiry highlights the following additional standards:  

 NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant 

connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from 

the text. 

 NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research 

process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Note: This inquiry is expected to take three 50-minute class periods. The inquiry time frame could expand if teachers 

think their students need additional instructional experiences (e.g., supporting questions, formative performance tasks, 

featured sources, and writing). Teachers are encouraged to adapt the inquiry to meet the needs and interests of their 

students. This inquiry lends itself to differentiation and modeling of historical thinking skills while assisting students in 

reading various sources. 

Structure of the Inquiry  

In addressing the compelling question, “How can we approach gentrification in cities today?” students complete 

multiple formative tasks, answer supportive questions, and analyze sources to create an argument (and action plan) 

supported by evidence.  

 

 

Staging the Compelling Question 

The compelling question can be staged by having students reflect/journal on what they know about gentrification 

already. This activity will provide students an opportunity to share their own knowledge about gentrification with each 

other. Students may draw from their personal experiences, the experiences of family members, or news stories on 

gentrification/displacement.  
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Supporting Question 1: What is gentrification, and how do you see it around you?   

Supporting Question What is gentrification, and how do you see it around you?  

Formative 

Performance Task 

Create a definition of gentrification and share it with the class. Then, discuss 

common patterns across various definitions. 

Featured Sources Source A: “Gentrification changes jersey city” by Amy Espin (December 2021) 

Source B:  NJTV News Report on Gentrification in Jersey City, Part 1 (March 2016)  

Source B:  NJTV News Report on Gentrification in Jersey City, Part 2 (March 2016) 

THE FIRST SUPPORTING QUESTION —“What is gentrification, and how do you see it around you?”— helps 

students gain a common understanding of gentrification, its effects on the lives of city residents, and how it 

manifests physically within urban spaces. The featured sources will provide students with information to 

create their own definition of gentrification. Additionally, the NJTV news videos and Espin’s article will help 

students who do not live in urban spaces imagine how gentrification manifests physically. Creating a definition 

together, informed by evidence, will allow students to also complete the understand component of the Taking 

Informed Action task.  

 

FEATURED SOURCE A is an article written by Amy Espin, a University Academy Charter High School student in 

Jersey City, New Jersey. In the article, Espin explores the different ways gentrification has changed the 

downtown area in Jersey City, and examines how gentrification has begun to touch the Bergen-Lafayette 

neighborhood.  

 
FEATURED SOURCE B is an excerpt from a news report by David Cruz of NJTV News. In this first clip, Cruz 

interviews several Jersey City residents, developers, and an Urban Studies professor about their thoughts on 

gentrification in Jersey City.   

 

FEATURED SOURCE C is Part 2 of the news report by David Cruz. In this second clip, Cruz continues to 

interview Jersey City residents (with a focus on the Bergen-Lafayette neighborhood) about their experience 

with gentrification expanding to other parts of the city. The mayor and urban sociology students at St. Peter’s 

University are also interviewed.  

 

  



 C3 TEACHERS  

                         

 
6 

Supporting Question 2: How has gentrification contributed to the widening gap between 

the rich and the poor in society?  

Supporting Question How has gentrification contributed to the widening gap between the rich and the 

poor in society?  

Formative 

Performance Task 

Write a paragraph using evidence to explain how gentrification has contributed 

to the gap between the rich and the poor. 

Featured Sources Source A: “Control gentrification in Jersey City now” by Richard Smith and 
Christian Estevez (April 2019)  
Source B: “The Legacy of Redlining” video by the Urban Displacement Project 

(April 2018) 

THE SECOND SUPPORTING QUESTION— “How has gentrification contributed to the widening gap between 

the rich and the poor in society?”— helps students assess the manners in which gentrification has begun to 

change working-class neighborhoods and affect the lives of working-class residents. The featured sources will 

help students answer how gentrification has contributed to the widening gap between the rich and the poor. 

Students may also refer to the sources used to answer Supporting Question 1 as they discuss how 

gentrification has displaced low-income residents of color. Moreover, the “Legacy of Redlining” video will 

specifically support students in visualizing how gentrification is tied to the legacies of redlining. Ultimately, by 

analyzing these sources and completing the formative tasks, students will be able to complete the assess 

portion of the Taking Informed Action task.  

 

FEATURED SOURCE A is an article by Richard Smith (president of the New Jersey NAACP) and Christian Estevez 

(president of the Latino Action Network) published in the Star-Ledger. In this piece, Smith and Estevez urge 

Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop and the City Council to address the issue of gentrification. They detail how 

gentrification has displaced the working-class, including communities of color, in Jersey City.  

 

FEATURED SOURCE B is an educational video on gentrification in the Bay area (California) created by the 
Urban Displacement Project (based at the University of California-Berkeley). Although this video does not 
provide information on Jersey City, it will help students historicize gentrification and identify it as part of the 
long history of housing neglect for working-class people of color.  
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Supporting Question 3: How are activists challenging this widening gap today?  

Supporting Question How are activists challenging this widening gap today?  

Formative 

Performance Task 
Part 1: Make a claim, supported by evidence, on how activists today are 
challenging gentrification.  

 

Part 2: (ACT) Host a public forum at the school where city residents, including 

family, neighbors, and friends, can discuss the issue of gentrification and identify 

key ways to challenge gentrification together.   

Featured Sources Source A: “Gentrification and Revitalization: What’s the Difference?” by the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition (April 2019)* 

Source B: Interview with Danielle Walker and Dana Patton of Jersey City Together 
by Emily Sánchez (March 2023)  
Source C: “The Fight to Save Philadelphia’s Chinatown: An Interview with Taryn 

Flaherty” by Andrew Lee (March 2023)  

THE THIRD SUPPORTING QUESTION— “How are activists challenging this widening gap today?” — helps 

students explore how activists attempt to address gentrification and displacement across the country and in 

New Jersey. The featured sources will broaden students’ understanding of what it means to challenge 

gentrification and thus prepare them to design their own actions.  

 

FEATURED SOURCE A is an article by the National Low Income Housing Coalition advocating for specific policy 

recommendations addressing displacement. The original article was 27 pages long and has been shortened 

significantly for this IDM. Depending on your time constraints, you can decide whether to have students read 

the whole excerpt or assign specific parts to groups of students.   

 

FEATURED SOURCE B is an interview with Danielle Walker and Dana Patton, both Jersey City Together 

organization members. They discuss their experiences with organizing on the issues of displacement and 

education and advice students on how to organize within their own communities. Time permitting, students 

can listen to the entire podcast episode. However, if there are time constraints, some of the following excerpts 

can be assigned instead of the whole podcast: Introduction to Danielle and Dana and JC Together listening 

campaigns (0:00 – 9:57); On housing (10:10 – 20:22); On widespread organizing (20:23 – 23:13); On education 

(23:03-31:55); On water actions and pressing officials (34:54-38:15); On the linkage between gentrification and 

education (38:16-42:08); On Jersey City as a “gilded city” (42:09- 47:45); Advice to students organizers (48:40 – 

56:03)  
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FEATURED SOURCE C is an interview with Taryn Flaherty, a member of Students for the Preservation of 

Chinatown. Flaherty explains why and how she has been fighting to save Chinatown from development 

projects in the area. She also discusses University of Pennsylvania’s role in facilitating the gentrification of 

Chinatown in Philadelphia.  

Summative Performance Task 

At this point in the inquiry, students have examined gentrification and its physical manifestations within urban 

space and gentrification’s relationship to the displacement of poor and working-class urban residents. Through 

the third formative task, students also explored how activists today attempt to address gentrification on the 

ground.  

After completing the previous formative tasks, students should be able to demonstrate their understanding 

and ability to use multiple sources by creating a claim. In this final task, students are asked to answer the 

compelling question, “How can we approach gentrification in cities today?” Students’ arguments could come 

in the form of an essay, a poster, or an outline.  

Students’ arguments will likely vary but could include any of the following:   

 

● Gentrification further widens the wealth gap between the rich and the poor in our society by making it 

more expensive to live in a particular area. It thus displaces working class people, many of whom are 

people of color. We must challenge gentrification and end the displacement of the working class. To do 

this, we can create a community land trust.  This way, we can ensure that land remains affordable for 

many years.* 

● Gentrification further widens the wealth gap between the rich and the poor in our society by making it 

more expensive to live in a particular area. It thus displaces working class people, many of whom are 

people of color. We must challenge gentrification and end the displacement of the working class. To do 

this, we can advocate for rent control policies to protect residents from rapid rent increases. Rent 

control policies can also set limits on security deposits, which would further ensure that poor, working 

class are able to find decent and affordable housing.*  

● Although gentrification helps bring investment into previously disinvested areas, it displaces longtime 

working class residents. We must find a way to bring investment into historically disinvested areas 

without displacement. We can foster mixed-income neighborhoods and establish Small Area Fair 

Market Rents to do this.  

*Section underlined is the “stem” of the argument and repeats in the second bullet point  

Extension  

Students can participate in the Take a Stand protocol to extend their arguments. In this activity, the classroom 
is arranged so that one end is reserved for students who believe we need to mobilize to challenge 
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gentrification. The other end is for those who think we do not need to mobilize to challenge gentrification. As 
the Children’s Rights IDM describes, “students then arrange themselves physically at points along the 
continuum. Students should not take an extensive amount of time choosing their positions but should 
concentrate on engaging in dialogue with those nearby about the content of their arguments and the evidence 
they believe supports them. As the discussions unfold, some students may realize that they want to modify 
their original arguments and move to a different position along the continuum. As they do so, teachers can 
encourage those students to articulate their reasons for shifting positions.”  

Taking Informed Action  

Students can Take Informed Action by drawing on their knowledge of gentrification and its effects on urban 

space and its residents. They show their ability to understand by creating a list of how gentrification has 

affected the lives of urban residents. They assess by exploring the extent to which actions taken by community 

activists have addressed gentrification and displacement. Finally, students act by hosting a public forum at 

their school where city residents can discuss the issue of gentrification and identify ways to challenge it 

together. It is also recommended that students invite local community organizers to this forum.

  
 


