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BY-LAWS OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
OF THE CITY OF NEWARK

(Revised April 2026)

ARTICLE I: NAME

This organization is a body corporate under the name of "The Trustees of the Free Public

Library of the City of Newark" by virtue of law. N.1.S.A. 40:54-11

ARTICLE II: PURPOSES

The board is organized for the purposes set forth in N.J.S.A. 40:54-1 et seq.

ARTICLE I1I: OFFICERS

Section 1.
The officers shall be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a

treasurer, elected from among the trustees at the January meeting each year.

Section 2.

At the September meeting each year the president shall appoint a
nominating committee, which shall prepare a slate of candidates. At the January meeting this

committee shall present its slate, and nominations shall be solicited from the floor.

Section 3.
Officers shall serve a term of one year from the January meeting at which

they are elected and until their successors are duly elected.
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Section 4.
Vacancies in offices shall be filled by election for the unexpired term at

the first regular meeting of the board after the vacancy occurs.

Section 5.

The president shall preside at all meetings, appoint all committees, execute

all documents authorized by the board, serve as ex-officio voting member of all committees, and

generally, perform all duties associated with that office.

Section 6.
The vice-president, in the event of the absence or disability of the

president, shall assume and perform the duties and functions of the president.

Section 7.
In the absence of both the president and vice-president at any one meeting,
a trustee designated by the board members present at that meeting shall exercise the president's

functions.

Section 8.

The secretary shall keep a true and accurate record of all meetings of the

board. The secretary shall issue written notice of all regular meetings of the board at least seven

days in advance of such meetings and notice of all special meetings at least 24 hours before the
time of such meetings. The Director of the Newark Public Library shall serve as assistant

secretary of the board, ex-officio.

Section 9.
The treasurer shall be the disbursing officer of the board, shall be recipient

of its funds, and shall keep the accounts of the board. The treasurer, at the direction of the board,



shall pay all bills, except regular payrolls, which may be paid at the behest of the director. When

the payment of certain bills before a scheduled board meeting is financially advantageous to the

library, the treasurer may at his/her discretion pay these bills and obtain board approval at the

next regular meeting. If the treasurer is temporarily unable to perform his/her duties because of

illness or absence, the president shall appoint another member of the board to perform them.

ARTICLE 1V: MEMBERS

Section 1.

The board of trustees shall consist of seven to nine members, one of whom

shall be the mayor, one of the local superintendents of the schools, and five to seven citizens to

be appointed by the mayor, at least four of whom shall be residents of the municipality.

Section 2.
The appointment shall be for the term of five years for each board

member.

Section 3.

The mayor and the superintendent of schools, as the case may be, serving

as a member of the board, may, respectfully, appoint an alternate to act in his/her place and stead

for the authority to attend all meetings of the board, in his/her absence, and to vote on all

questions before the board.
Section 4.
Upon the expiration of the term of the office of any trustee, the mayor

shall appoint a citizen for a term of five years.

Section 5.
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Vacancies occurring in the board of trustees shall be filled for the

unexpired term only, in the same manner as the original appointments are made.

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS

Section 1.
The regular meetings of the board shall be held at 5:00 p.m. on the fourth
Wednesday of every other month (January, March, May, September and November), but if it
orum cannot be secured for a scheduled meeting, the president shall

becomes evident that a qu

instruct the director to canvass the members of the board to determine whether they will consent

to the rescheduling of the meeting; and if a majority give their consent, the meeting shall be

rescheduled.

Section 2.
The January meeting shall be the annual meeting for the election of

officers.

Section 3.
Special meetings may be called by the president or by three trustees.
Notice for the special meeting(s) shall state the purpose for which the meeting(s) is called.
Section 4.

A quorum for the transaction of business at any Board meeting shall consist of

five (5) members of the Board present in person, virtually or any combination of in person and

virtual participation.
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Section 5.
Conduct of meetings: proceedings of all meetings shall be governed by

these by-laws and Robert's Rules of Order.

Section 6.

The order of business for regular meetings shall include but shall not be

limited to the following items, which shall be covered in this sequence (so far as circumstances

permit):

a) Roll call
b) Requests for excuse of absence
¢) Disposition of minutes of previous regular meeting and any intervening special
meetings
d) Communications
e) Report of president
) Report of treasurer
g) Committee repotts
h) Report of director
i) Unfinished business
j) New business
k) Comments from the public
1) Executive session resolution (if necessary)
m) Adjournment

At the annual meeting the last item of business under "unfinished business" shall be the

report of the nominating committee. Upon receipt of this report the chair of the nominating

committee shall solicit nominations from the floor and preside over the election of officers.

The newly-elected president shall preside over the remainder of the meeting.
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Section 7.

The order of business of any executive session shall be:

a) Roll call
b) Minutes of previous executive session
¢) Personnel actions
d) Unfinished business

¢) New business .
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